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FREEDOM IN THE WORLD 2019

Moldova 58

PARTLY FREE J100
Political Rights 24 /40
Civil Liberties 34 /60

LAST YEAR'S SCORE & STATUS
61 /100 Partly Free

Global freedom statuses are calculated on a weighted scale. See the methodology.
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Note

The numerical ratings and status listed above do not reflect conditions in Transnistria, which is
examined in a separate report.

Overview

Moldova has a competitive electoral environment, and the freedoms of assembly, speech, and
religion are largely protected. Nonetheless, pervasive corruption in the government sector, links
between major political parties and powerful economic interests, and deficiencies in the rule of law
continue to hamper democratic governance.

Key Developments in 2018

® The Supreme Court of Justice invalidated the Chisindu mayoral runoff election in June after
the results showed a victory by a reformist candidate. The ruling prompted protests and drew
sharp criticism from the United States and the European Union (EU).

L]

The president in August signed a controversial “fiscal amnesty” measure under which
individuals may declare and register assets without providing information about where they
came from, if they pay a 3 percent tax on the assets in question. The provision was denounced
by the opposition and prompted statements of concern from international financial
institutions.

L]

An LGBT (lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender) demonstration in May received heavy police
protection, but it was nonetheless disrupted by counterprotesters who tried to breach a
police cordon.

Political Rights

A. Electoral Process

A1 0-4pts

Was the current head of government or other chief national authority elected through free
and fair elections? /4

A prime minister nominated by the president and confirmed by Parliament holds most executive
authority. The current prime minister, Pavel Filip of the Democratic Party of Moldova (PDM), took
office in January 2016 after his predecessor lost a confidence vote in October 2015.

In 2016, Moldova held its first direct presidential election since 1996, after shifting back from an
indirect system. The president is elected by direct popular vote for up to two four-year terms. If no
candidate receives more than 50 percent of the votes in the first round, the two leading candidates
compete in a second round. Socialist Party (PSRM) candidate Igor Dodon defeated Maia Sandu of
the Action and Solidarity Party in the 2016 runoff, 52 percent to 48 percent. This followed a first
round in which nine candidates had competed. International observers concluded that the election
was largely credible. However, state resources were occasionally misallocated, and transparency in
campaign funding was lacking.

A2 o-4pts

Were the current national legislative representatives elected through free and fair
elections? 3/ 4

Voters elect the 101-seat unicameral Parliament by proportional representation for four-year terms.
Although observers praised the most recent parliamentary elections in 2014 as genuinely
competitive and generally well administered, there were some significant deficiencies. The pro-
Russian Patria Party was disqualified days before the vote on the grounds that it received campaign
funds from abroad. The distribution of overseas polling places favored residents of EU countries
over those living in Russia. Nevertheless, the Constitutional Court approved the election results,
rejecting challenges by opposition parties. The PSRM took 25 seats, the Liberal Democratic Party of
Moldova (PLDM) 23 seats, the Party of Communists of the Republic of Moldova (PCRM) 21, the PDM
19, and the Liberal Party (PL) 13. By the end of 2017, however, the ruling PDM had more than doubled
its share of seats and become the largest party in Parliament through a series of defections from the
PLDM and PCRM. The PSRM remained the largest opposition party.

A3 o-4pts
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Global Freedom Score

60 /1 oo Partly Free
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