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The Inter-American Court of Human Rights is an autonomous judicial institution based in the city
of San José, Costa Rica. Together with the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights, it
makes up the human rights protection system of the Organization of American States (OAS),
which serves to uphold and promote basic rights and freedoms in the Americas.
Under the Convention, cases can be referred to the Court by either the Inter-American Commission
on Human Rights or a state party. In contrast to the European human rights system, individual
citizens of the OAS member states are not allowed to take cases directly to the Court.

The United States signed but never ratified the Convention.
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